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3.1

COMMUNICATION AND PARTICIPATION

One of the objectives of the EIA procedure is to increase availability of information of
the proposed economic activity and improve the opportunities for citizens’ participation.
In the following the means of communication and interaction in the EIA procedure of
the new nuclear power plant are described. Parties involved in the EIA procedure are
presented in the following figure (Figure 3-1).

Lietuvos Energija AB Ministry of the Environment

Organizer (developer) of the proposed Competent authority
economic activity

(coordinates EIA process and EIA in
a Transboundary Context)

Consurtium of

P&yry Energy Oy and
Lithuanian Energy Institute EIA Procedure Relevant EIA parties

Developer of the EIA Report

. Mass media
The Public

* Municipality of Visaginas

* Neighbouring and residents of nearby
area Foreign countries

« Other cities and municipalities

« Other authorities and experts

« Non-governmental and environmental
organizations

* Trade and professional organisations in
the area affected by proposed economic
activity

Figure 3-1. Parties involved in the EIA procedure.

STAKEHOLDER GROUP

In the EIA Program stage, a Stakeholder Group was organized. The purpose of the
Stakeholder Group was to promote the exchange of information between the
organisation responsible for the project, the authorities and other interest groups. Based
on the letter of the Ministry of Environment, the following parties were invited to the
Stakeholder Group:

e Competent Authority

o Ministry of Environment;
e EIA parties

o State Nuclear Power Safety Inspectorate,
Radiation Protection Centre,
Fire and Rescue Department ,
Utena Public Health Service,
Utena Region Environmental Protection Department,
Cultural Heritage Protection Department,
Utena County Governor’s administration,
Administration of Visaginas Municipality,
Administration of Ignalina district Municipality,
Administration of Zarasai district Municipality.
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3.2

The parties of the Stakeholder Group act as experts in their particular fields. The
opinions expressed as part of the Stakeholder Group work do not oblige the parties
giving the official statements.

At its meetings the Stakeholder Group discussed the progress of the environmental
impact assessment and presented opinions on the preparation of the EIA Program, the
EIA Report and the supporting reviews. In the first meeting of the Stakeholder Group in
May 2007 the project, the EIA procedure, interaction and the planned main content of
the EIA Program were presented to and discussed with the Stakeholder Group.

Comments and clarifications received during and after the meeting were taken into
account in the preparation of the EIA Program to the widest possible extent as far as
they concerned the EIA Program. Otherwise, any comments have been taken into
account in the implementation of the EIA procedure and in the preparation of the EIA
Report.

The Stakeholder Group convened for the second time on August 14, 2007 after the EIA
Program had been submitted for EIA parties and public review. In the meeting the
contents of EIA Program and the impacts to be assessed in the process were presented
to and discussed with the Stakeholder Group.

During the EIA Report stage no meeting of the Stakeholder Group was organized.
However the different parties of the Group were consulted when needed during the
preparation of the EIA Report and the supporting reviews. One of these consultation
meetings was organized with State Nuclear Power Safety Inspectorate and Radiation
Protection Centre to discuss the methods and contents of the risk analysis and
assessment more in detail.

INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION EVENTS

Information and discussion events open to the public are arranged during the
preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment Program and Report. At the events
the general public has the opportunity to discuss and express their opinions on the ETA
work and its sufficiency and to receive information about the new nuclear power plant
project and the EIA procedure from Lietuvos Energija AB and the developers of the
EIA Program and the EIA Report.

The EIA Program for the new NPP was presented to the public of Lithuania and the
neighbouring countries in three public meetings during the autumn of 2007.

On September 3™, 2007 a public discussion event was organized on the EIA Program in
Daugavpils, Latvia. The discussion was attended by Lietuvos Energija AB, the
developers of the EIA Program, the representatives from the Ministry of Environment
of Lithuania, representative from the Ministry of Environment of Latvia and
representatives from the Latvian Radiation Security Centre and the Latvian Hazardous
Waste Management Agency in addition to the Latvian residents of the region.

On September 14™, 2007 a presentation of the EIA Program and a discussion with the
members of the municipal communities of Visaginas, Ignalina and Zarasai regions took
place in Visaginas.

On September 26", 2007 a meeting with representatives of various scientific
organizations was organized in Vilnius.

On September 27", 2007 a public discussion between the organizers of the EIA and the
Estonian public was also organized in Tallinn, Estonia. The event was attended by
Lietuvos Energija AB, the developers of the EIA Program, representatives from the
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3.4

Ministry of Environment of Estonia, members of the Estonian Parliament as well as
public organizations and communities.

The next public meetings will be organized during the autumn of 2008 after the
preliminary EIA Report will be completed. The preliminary EIA Report will be made
public in August 2008. Local and international presentations of the EIA Report will be
organized during September and October 2008.

PUBLIC DISPLAY OF THE EIA PROGRAM AND EIA REPORT

In the both EIA Program and EIA Report stage the organiser (or developer of EIA
documents) of the proposed economic activity informs the public about the EIA
Program and the EIA Report in accordance with requirements of the Order of Informing
the Public and the Public Participation in the Process of Environment Impact
Assessment (State Journal, 2005, No. 93-3472). The public has the right to examine the
EIA Program and the EIA Report and express their opinions about them. The developer
of EIA must perform the registration of received motivated (justified) proposals,
reasonably evaluate them and attach them as appendixes to the approved EIA Program
or the approved EIA Report.

The residents of the nearby area were able to get acquainted with the EIA Program from
July 30™ to August 20", 2007 in Lithuanian Energy Museum, in the administration of
the municipalities of Visaginas town, Ignalina and Zarasai regions, and in the lobby of
Lietuvos Energija AB. The presentation took place for 15 working days. The
advertisement for the presentation of the EIA Program to the public was published in all
the republican daily newspapers: the Lietuvos Rytas, the Respublika (in the Lithuanian
and Russian languages), the Lietuvos Zinios, the Kauno Zinios, the Versio Zinios, the
ValstieCiy Laikrastis and the regional newspapers of Visaginas, Ignalina and Zarasai.

The proposals by the public concerned for example the usability of the existing
infrastructure of the INPP, the impacts of the project on Lake Druksiai and the
possibilities to use indirect cooling. Some proposals concerned issues that are not in the
scope of the EIA process, like technical and economical aspects that are evaluated in
separate feasibility studies. The proposals and responses have been attached as appendix
to the approved EIA Program (in the original Program in Lithuanian language).

The EIA Report will also be available for public display. The motivated (justified)
proposals, that will be received, will be registered, evaluated and attached as appendixes
to the approved EIA Report.

REVIEW OF EIA PROGRAM AND EIA REPORT BY RELEVANT PARTIES

Relevant parties of the environmental impact assessment assess the EIA Program and
Report and have a right to give their conclusions to the organiser (developer), who has
to take them into account. The relevant parties include governmental institutions,
responsible for health protection, fire-prevention, protection of cultural assets,
development of economy and agriculture, and municipal administrations. Their review
has an important role in ensuring the quality of the EIA process.

The procedure of the review by the relevant parties is described more in detail in
Section 2.3.
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3.7

COORDINATION OF EIA PROCESS BY COMPETENT AUTHORITY

The competent authority, the Lithuanian Ministry of Environment, is responsible for the
coordination of the EIA process and fulfils its functions set out in the Law on the
Assessment of the Impact on the Environment of the Planned Economic Activity (State
Journal 2005 No. 84-3105).

The EIA Program was first submitted to the Ministry of Environment for comments and
approval on October 4, 2007. Lietuvos Energija AB received comments and proposals
(47 comments) for the EIA Program from the Ministry of Environment on October 19,
2007. The EIA Program was revised and supplemented accordingly and submitted for
approval on October 29, 2007. The EIA Program was approved by the Ministry of
Environment on November 15, 2007.

Within 25 working days since the EIA Report is presented, the competent authority can
give justified request to revise and/or amend the Report or make a justified decision that
this activity, taking into account the requirements of the relevant legislation and
regulations, by virtue of its nature and environmental impacts can be carried out in the
chosen site. More detailed information is presented in Section 2.6.

OTHER COMMUNICATION

Lietuvos Energija AB provides information on the project through press releases or
press briefings. Also summary brochures have and will be prepared for communication.
The first brochure was prepared in early 2008 once the EIA Program was completed. It
describes the project, the EIA procedure and summarizes the contents of the EIA
Program. The second summary will be prepared once the EIA Report is completed. It
will describe the project and the most important results of the environmental impact
assessment.

Information about the EIA procedure is also provided at Lietuvos Energija AB’s
website - http://www.le.It and at the new NPP project website http://www.vae.lt. The
websites provide up-to-date information on the progress of the EIA procedure. The EIA
Program is available in the Lithuanian, English and Russian language on the website.
The website also has the EIA Program summaries available in the Lithuanian, English,
Russian, Latvian, Estonian and Polish languages. The EIA Report will also be available
on the same website.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT IN A TRANSBOUNDARY CONTEXT

Environmental impact assessment in a transboundary context is regulated by the Law on
the Assessment of the Impact on the Environment of the Planned Economic Activity
(State Journal 2005 No. 84-3105) and by the United Nations Convention on
Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo Convention).

The parties to the Convention are entitled to participate in an environmental impact
assessment procedure carried out in Lithuania if the detrimental environmental impacts
of the project could potentially affect the country in question. Correspondingly,
Lithuania is entitled to participate in an environmental impact assessment procedure
concerning a project located in the area of another country if the impacts of the project
could potentially affect Lithuania.

The Ministry of Environment is responsible for the practical organization of the
environmental assessment procedures in a transboundary context. The Ministry of
Environment has informed the respective authorities of Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Belarus,
Finland, Sweden and Russia about the commenced environmental assessment process of
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the new nuclear power plant in Lithuania and inquired about their intent to take part in
the environmental assessment procedure. The information letter was supplemented with
the EIA Program in English or Russian and a comprehensive summary in each
country’s official language was attached. The above mentioned countries had an
opportunity to present their suggestions and comments on the EIA Program, which were
taken into account by the developer of the EIA documents.

Austria, Belarus, Estonia, Finland, Latvia and Sweden gave their comments on the
environmental impact assessment of the new NPP. The comments have been taken into
account in the preparation of the EIA Report and the supporting reviews. In Table 3.7-1
the comments and responses to them are presented. The comments mainly concern
transboundary impacts, which are assessed separately in Chapter 8.
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